
Who are the people of God?  Are they the ones who sit
faithfully in the pews every Sunday?  Are they our children
and grandchildren who do not go to church anymore?  Are
they the person you pass on the street with a can on the
ground next to them asking for money?  Are they the
divorced uncle or lesbian cousin who do not feel welcome
inside a church?  Are they the tattooed and pierced
teenager who feels the church does not apply to their lives?
Perhaps they are not a 'they' at all, but a 'we'.  In this latest
synod, Pope Francis is asking the universal Church to listen
to all the people.  What do we have to learn from each
other?  It is a way of church that can be difficult.  In some
ways it is just easier to be told the rules and to follow them.  
Then we know where we stand.  But what if we stand
outside the Church?  Are we still the people of God?  Let's
stop and listen. Let us see the face of Christ in everyone we
meet and welcome all with open arms. 
        ~Amy Armstrong, Pastoral Ministry Coordinator
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TE ARA A MARIA

Pope Francis is inviting the
entire Church to become a
listening body in the 2021
Synod. Come and explore
with us as a diocese how

we “journey together” and
what steps the Spirit is

inviting us to take in order
to do this journey better. 

 Register here!
 

Photo: Te Ara a Maria artwork

It was special to have this taonga of Mary
traveling around our diocese. Thanks to all

who made it possible for students and
parishioners to experience her.  A special
thanks to Suu and Joseph for driving her

around for over a month!
Learn more here: www.tearaamaria.nz

 

St. Teresa's, Bluff

Our Lady of Peace, Roxburgh

St. Joseph's Cathedral, Dunedin

https://www.cdd.org.nz/synod
https://www.tearaamaria.nz/artwork?fbclid=IwAR3Xz8dPYxHxk7mORL2tejZGoScyYvMwrG9mHAIH7QkTz1yuwuhYo0WlvCY
https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/
https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe607SS6Co926atY__89EpyT0UVrInZOD--Ox_Q9YBoWKVxng/viewform
http://www.tearaamaria.nz/
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For a synodal Church: communion,
participation and mission

Pope Francis is inviting the entire Church to reflect
on its life and mission: “It is precisely this path of
synodality which God expects of the Church of the
third millennium.” This journey, which follows in the
wake of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the
Second Vatican Council, is both a gift and a task: by
journeying together and reflecting together on the
journey that has been made, the Church will be able
to learn through Her experience which processes
can help Her to live communion, to achieve
participation, to open Herself to mission. Our
“journeying together” is, in fact, what most effectively
enacts and manifests the nature of the Church as
the pilgrim and missionary People of God.

  “…the purpose of this Synod is not to produce more
documents. Rather, it is intended to inspire people to
dream about the Church we are called to be, to make
people’s hopes flourish, to stimulate trust, to bind up
wounds, to weave new and deeper relationships, to
learn from one another, to build bridges, to enlighten
minds, warm hearts, and restore strength to our hands
for our common mission” (Synod Preparatory
Document)
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Synod 2021-2023 Synodality is a big word.
What does it mean?  

A synodal Church is a Church
which listens. Mutual listening
has been the goal of much of
the church's renewal since
Vatican II.

the concept of synodality refers
to the involvement and
participation of the whole
People of God in the life and
mission of the Church.

The fundamental 
Synod question is:

A synodal Church, in announcing the
Gospel, “journeys together.” How is

this “journeying together” happening
today in your local Church? What

steps does the Spirit invite us to take
in order to  “journey together” better?

Group session Resources 

Parish Synod Information Handout 
Synod Questions Sheet

Synod Group Facilitator Guide
 

gathering in parish/community groups
submitting individual responses

through an online survey
email or post in a written response 

In the diocese there will various means of
being able to participate; 

What's next?

For more information:
www.cdd.org.nz/synod
Diocesan Synod Contact person:   
Stephanie Swann: 
stephanies@cdd.org.nz/ 027 655 6691

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51dbe649e4b09506a9c7266f/t/616f5de261fcba17862332e6/1634688482918/Synod+Parish+Handout.pdf
https://www.cdd.org.nz/s/Synod-Parish-Handout.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51dbe649e4b09506a9c7266f/t/616f850be90c666cd9f5e014/1634698509064/Synod+Questions+Sheet.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51dbe649e4b09506a9c7266f/t/616f85691b57fb640cd4a28c/1634698602502/Group+Facilitation+Process+Outline.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AotearoaSynod1
https://www.cdd.org.nz/synod
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St. Francis Trust
The St. Francis Trust supports people in need through
practical means. Recently a group of Kavanagh students
had a great afternoon preparing meals for ‘families through
schools’. They served with great joy and were willing to do
whatever was needed; chopping, cooking, dishes, etc. Their
sense of purpose, ability to work together and willingness
to  support those in need was inspiring.   The community 
 benefitted from their 
labour, and the students 
experienced the joy of 
serving others. Thank you
to the students who 
helpled and to the wider 
Kavanagh whānau
who helped make this 
happen! Find out more

Find more info and support here:
www.pregnancychoice.org.nz

A new op shop for
Pregnancy Choice:
Inspire Upcycling
On 25th February, a long-held
dream came true with the  opening
of a centre for women who face
unplanned pregnancy and are
looking for help. Pregnancy Choice
offers information and support to
women by offering hope,
emotional and practical support,
and encouragement. Pregnancy
Choice operates as a not-for-profit
organisation, mainly staffed by
volunteers. 
To fund this centre, we run a
charity shop called Inspire
Upcycling. You can help us by
donating your great quality
clothing, bric-a-brac and furniture.
Come visit our shop at 449 Princess
St. If you have anything you would
like to donate please call us on 027
4677 474 for collection, or drop off
to the shop. Our opening hours are
Tuesday to Friday, 10am-4pm or
Saturday 10.30-3pm.  Thank you.  
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Around the Diocese
Restoring Angels 
At the Church of 
Mary Immaculate and the 
Irish Martyrs in Cromwell,
a  pair of angel statues, 
originating from the early 
1900’s, have been lovingly 
restored. For many years 
they lay in poor condition 
in a shed behind the 
Church. They had broken 
wings, fingers and noses and 
were dusty and shabby.
Paul Bonner, a Cromwell parishioner, initiated the
restoration as part of the parish heritage. They were taken
to Port Chalmers where Lee Baker expertly restored them
to their original condition. Bill Clarke, another parishioner,
made new plinths and they were re-installed and blessed
by Father Martin Flannery at Mass on Sunday 27th June.
The Angels make a beautiful addition to the Church and
visitors are welcome to see them any day of the week, or
on Sunday when their lamps are on. 

Unfortunately our diocesan
emails were recently hacked.

The incident has been
contained, and our emails are

secure again. Read here for
further information.

Privacy Breach

http://www.mercyparish.com/st-francis-of-assisi-dunedin-trust.html
http://www.mercyparish.com/st-francis-of-assisi-dunedin-trust.html
https://www.pregnancychoice.org.nz/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwlOmLBhCHARIsAGiJg7lEMID5E1sb9Zwv5ZxaYvISG2ekTfn2fwYPm2zGfDo7_6eAspixyj0aAjBgEALw_wcB
https://www.pregnancychoice.org.nz/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwlOmLBhCHARIsAGiJg7lEMID5E1sb9Zwv5ZxaYvISG2ekTfn2fwYPm2zGfDo7_6eAspixyj0aAjBgEALw_wcB
https://www.facebook.com/inspireupcycling/
https://www.facebook.com/inspireupcycling/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/51dbe649e4b09506a9c7266f/t/617b03e37ac4a418b3161ea1/1635451876035/Privacy+Breach+notice.pdf


The Laudato Si’ Action Platform is a unique collaboration
 between the Vatican, an international coalition of 
Catholic organizations, and “all men and women of good 
will.” (LS 3) Taking a truly ground-up approach, it is 
rooted in the strengths and realities of communities 
around the world, empowering all to take “decisive 
action, here and now” as we journey towards a better 
future together. (LS 161) Action is urgently needed. Our 
Creator called the human family to be the steward of 
creation, but we have neglected that call. Our hotter, 
dirtier, deader planet is driving up the risk of suffering. 
The most vulnerable suffer above all. At this kairos moment, we are responding to the call for
healing in our relationships with God, our neighbors, and the Earth itself. Through the Laudato Si’
Action Platform, we are walking the “path to renewal” together (LS 202).
Learn more here: https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/

                                                                   The  Safeguarding Advisors have continued to visit parishes 
                                                                throughout the diocese providing training and support. An audit   
                                                                    of safeguarding practice in the Dunedin diocese took place in 
                                                                     July. It was conducted by the National Office for Professional 
                                                                     Standards (NOPS) and sampled three parishes, both urban         
                                                                     and rural, and found that the diocese has made a good start 
                                                               and is moving in the right direction in terms of making our
parishes safer places. A recommendation arising from the audit is that a written plan of work be
drawn up for the coming year. Once completed, the plan of action will be sent to the parishes and
the summary report by NOPS, together with the plan will be made available through the diocesan
website. We are excited to let you know that many of the key safeguarding documents are now
available in Māori, Samoan and Tongan on the NOPS website which may be found at the following
link: safeguarding.catholic.org.nz/documents-policies/. We encourage you to make use of these
should they be helpful in making safeguarding more accessible in your parish. Currently we are
working on some sample ministry role descriptions and risk analyses which we hope will be helpful
for you in due course. Thanks for all that you are doing towards building a culture of safeguarding in
your parishes and a special thanks to the parishes who agreed to be part of the recent diocesan
audit.    ~Maria and Mike Noonan, Safeguarding Officers
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Caring for each other and creation

Thanks to those who filled out our Covid Response survey.  You can still
respond here. We are currently compiling responses and getting in
touch with those who responded to see if we can offer any further
support.  We are also continuing our Rural Ministry Roadshow with one
more session to go in Waikouaiti.  Once we have completed these initial
sessions, we will compile a report and be in touch next year with further
sessions.  We as a DPC are trying to live out Pope Francis's call to be a
synodal church.  If you'd like to get in touch with us please contact our
chair:  Tui Pasco:  goff@xtra.co.nz

Diocesan Pastoral Council (DPC):  Reaching out

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://safeguarding.catholic.org.nz/documents-policies/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfgkfo-S1-PoBzwfVKXZBYNp0blCKtP87GZyBBdN0baQh0BJw/viewform
https://www.cdd.org.nz/diocesan-pastoral-council

